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crushed by his sense of guilt.1 But still more years
were to elapse before Keller took the story seriously
in hand* The literary instinct was, however, becom-
ing more clamorous for expression, and in 1850
Keller went to Berlin, where he spent nearly six years.
His experience there was not dissimilar to that in
Munich. Still on the quest of his mission in life
—this time he sought it in the drama—he had to
confess himself once more baffled and disillusioned.
This second failure was surely much more of a foregone
conclusion than when his ambition was set on being
a painter; for every line Keller has written belies real
dramatic talent. None the less, these Berlin years
represent the most important stage in his apprentice-
ship to letters. By degrees —and, it must be admitted,
reluctantly—Keller got into touch with Berlin literary
society., and found a good friend in Varnhagcn von
Ense. But as in Munich, money troubles set in
again, the small pension which he had from the Swiss
government coming to an end in 1852. This was
perhaps not altogether a misfortune, for it brought
pressure on him to turn his literary ambitions to
a practical purpose. In 1851 he brought out a second
collection of poems; he planned and wrote several
short stories which were to find their place in later
collections; and the long novel was got seriously
under way. As early as the end of 1849 ^e ^ia^
approached the Brunswick publisher Viewcg, who at
once took a warm interest in the work. But then
began what is surely one of the most extraordinary
incidents in the history of publishing. The arrange-
ments concluded, Keller could not be induced to work*
Neither the most sympathetic encouragement on the
publisher's part nor money advances helped* Then
Vieweg threatened legal proceedings ; and yet again
invited the author to accept free board and lodging in
Brunswick, until the book was finished. The printing
of Volume 1 was begun in August 1850, but it was not
1 Cp, Eraiatinger, op. «"/., I, pp. 284 f.

